Lack of Delta like 1 and 4 expressions in nude thymus anlages.
Notch signaling is required for the early steps in T cell development. However, distribution of Notch ligands in the thymus anlages is not clear. We investigated the expressions of Delta like (Dll) 1 and Dll4 in the mouse thymus anlages. In the normal thymus anlages on embryonic day 13, Dll4 is strongly expressed throughout the epithelial region, but Dll1 is expressed only in scattered cells. In contrast, epithelial cells of the nude thymus anlages express neither Dll1 nor Dll4. These results indicate that expressions of Dll1 and Dll4 in thymic epithelial cells are regulated by Foxn1 transcriptional factor.